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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

(Currently Amended) A system for controlling and managing presentation to viewers of 
t e l e vision, cabl e , satellite, Internet, broadcast or other programming content, the system 
comprising; 

a. a receiver adapted to receive from a service provider a signal corresponding to a 
program and program control data associated with at least a first portion of the 
program, the program control data comprising control instructions to alter th e 
program according to a ratings attribut e having a data format in which a default 
entry is sub sequently followed bv a series of data records, with each data record 
associated with a particular portion of the projgram. each data record having a 
linear representation comprising an offset time stamp, a rating value, a content 
attribute value, a component value, and an action : 

b. a viewer interface adapted to receive information related to program presentation 
preferences of a viewer; and 

c. a processor adapted (1) to modify th e content of at least th e first portion of the 
program based on the program control data and program presentation preferences 
and (2) to output the modified program first portion for presentation on a display 
device with th e remainder of the program . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the offset time stamp is expressed 
from a start time of t he program proc e ssor is further adapted to modify the first portion by 
blocking an audio, vid e o or text component of the program as specified by the roooivcd 
program control data . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the offset time stamp is expressed in 
hours, minutes, sec onds, and frames from a start of the program proc e ssor is further 
adapted to d e lete the first portion as specified by the receiv e d program control data . 
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(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the component value of each data 
record refers to at least one of an audio and video portion of the program to which the 
rating v a lue and the content attribute value apply proc e ssor is further adopted tn miK s iihitn 
alt e rnate progmmming for at least th o first portion as specifi e d by the r e ceived program 
control da t a . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 4 wherein the component value of each data 
record re fers to at least one of a substitute audio and substitute video portion for the 
program to which the rating value and the content attribute value app ly signal onrrien th e 
alternat e progmmming via a ohannel comprising programming having audio, video or 
both audio and video compon e nts . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein if the component value is 
unspecified, then the rating value and the content attribute value are assumed to apply to 
both an audio porti on and a video portion of the profzram tho program control data is 
formulated by user voting . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the action indicates how the 
program is modified to nullify the particular portion of the program program aontml dnte 
is tabulated from viewer f e edback . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 7- L wherein if the rating value and the content 
attribute value are uns pecified, then default entries are used tho prooocsor is adapt e d to 
replace tho first portion with oJtornato programming as specified by the reocivod program 
control data. 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim * 1, wherein the prog r am control data is 
received in a batch, the processo r scans the batch to determine an amount of blocking 
occurring during th e program further comprising an e xternal device, adopted to 
communicate with the processor, tho external d e vic e select e d from the group consisting 
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of a m e mory, a PVR, g VCR, an Int e rn e t browser, a tun e r for tuning within the signal to a 
second ohannel having an alternative audio or video component . 

10, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein if the amount of blocking exceeds a 
threshold, th e n the processor blocks the entire program ferth e r comprising a tmnnminmnn 
facility for formatting the programming, whoroin th e tronflmisoion facility comprises: a 
program server for providing programming content and a data oorvor for providing tho 
program control data associated with multipl e diaoroto portions of the programming 
content, tho program oontrol data comprising the control instructions that alter tho 
programming oontcnt according to tho ratings attribu te. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling and managing presentation of programs 
and portions thereof, comprising: 

a. receiving a program from a service provid e r ; 

b. receiving from tho sorvico provider program control data associated with the 
program, the program control data comprising control instructions to altar tho 
programming cont e nt according to a ratings attribut e having a data format in 
which a default en try is subsequently followed bv a series of data records, with 
each data record associated with a particular portion of the program, each data 
record having a linear representation comprising an offset time stamp, a rating 
value, a content attribute value, a component value, and an action: 

c. receiving information related to the program presentation preferences of a 
program viewer; 

d. modifying at least a portion of the program based on the program control data 
according to tho ratings attribute ; and 

e - outputting the modified program for presentation on a display device displaying 
the modified content . 
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12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein receiving the program control data 
comprises re ceiving the offset time stamp expressed from a start time of the program 
modifying th e cont e nt oompriaoo blocking the portion of tho program as specifi e d by the 
rec e ived program control data , 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43 U wherein receiving the program control 
data comprises receivin g the offset time stamp expressed in hours, minutes, seconds, and 
frames from a start of the program modifying tho content compris e s blocking cither an 
audio or video component of tho portion of the program aa specified by th e rec e ived 
program control data . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein receiving the program control data 
comprises receiving the component value referring to at least one of an audio and video 
portion of the progra m to which the ratine value and the content attribute value ap ply 
further compriaing replacing (1) tho at l e apt a portion of th e program and (2) a oooond 
portion of tho program with alternate programming qg gpooified by tho roooived program 
control da te. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim +4 _LL wherein receiving the p rogram control 
data comprises receiving the component value referring to at least one of a substitute 
audio and substitute vid eo portion for the program to which the rating value and the 
content attribute v alue apply th e alt e rnate programming oompriooG an alternate audio or 
video track contain e d on q separate chann o l as sp e cified by tho received program oontrol 
data. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising receiving the program 
control data in a batch and scanning the batch to determine at least an amount of blocking 
occurring during the prog ram farther nnmprircing Hinplnyin g inf^nj n to irfrwpm to indica t e 
(a) whothor the portion of tho programming will bo modified or (b) e ach portion of tho 
programming that has b e en modified , 
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(Currently Amended) The method of claim ±4- 16. wherein if the amount of blocking 
exceeds a threshold , then the processor blocks the entire program wherein, before 
modifying the oontont, the method determin e s how oft e n portions of tho program will be 
modifi e d, and if a number of modifications exce e ds a throohold p e rc e ntag e of tho 
program, then i) the program is entirely blocked and ii) a user io permitted to change the 
ratings attribute . 

(Currently Amended) A method of formulating programming and data describing the 
programming for delivery to viewers over a communications network, the method 
comprising: 

a. receiving a program and program control data from a s e rvic e provide?; 

b. associating program co ntrol data with each of multiple, discrete segments of the 
program a data record comprising (1) cont e nt data, and (2) the program contro l 
date, the program control data comprising oontrol instructions to alter tho program 
according to a mtingo attribute having a default entry subsequently followed bv a 
series of data records, wit h each data record associated with a particular portion of 
the program, each data re cord having a linear representation comprising an offset 
time stamp, a rating value, a cont ent attribute value, a component value* and an 
action : and 

c. transmitting delivering the program and the program control data data rooord 
either (1) to a transmission facility for forwarding to viewers over the 
communications network or (2) directly to a consumer electric device associated 
with a display for showing programming to the viewer. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 wherein receiving the program control data 
comprises receiving the offset tim e stamp expressed from a start time of the program 
content data comprises information related to (1) a rating category, (2) q oontont attribute, 
e r (3) both a rating category and content attribute . 
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20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 49 18, wherein receiving the program control 
data comp rises receiving the offset time stamp expressed in hours., mi nutes, seconds, and 
frames from a start of the program further comprising tabulating vi e w e r feedback to 
formulate the program control data . 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 . further comprising receiving the program 
control data in a batch and scanning the batch to determine at least an amount of blocking 
occurring during th e program s vhcroin th e program control data comprises information 
indicating wh e th e r the content data applies to an audio, vid e o, or toxt component of each 
o e gmont of th e portions of the program . 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ±Z 2L wherein if the amount of blocking 
exceeds a threshold, then the processor blocks the entire prog ram wherein th e program 
oontrol data canaos a dioorotc segm e nt of th e program to b e modified according to the 
ratings attribute associated with the discrete segment 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 2_L wherein if the component value is 
unspecified, then assuming the rating value and the content attribute value apply to both 
an audio portion and a video portion of the program the program control rfntn np a rififlo nt 
l e ast one of the following actions (1) blook vid e o, (2) block audio, (3) blook video and 
audio, (1) block only on area of the video, (S) substitute local audio, (6) oubotituto local 
vid e o > (7) substitute alternative audio stream, ( 8 ) subst i tut e from alternativ e video 
ch ann e l, (9) substitute alternative video and audio ohonnol, (10) delete, and (II) 
substitute alternativ e programming from e xternal device. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for providing dynamic user control over programming 
delivered via a cable, broadcast, telecommunications, packet-switched or other network to 
a user's home that is equipped with a consumer electronics device for processing at least 
displayin g the programming content, the method comprising: 

page 7 

PAGE 9/15 ' RCVD AT 2/27/2000 12:30:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/12 • DNIS: 2738300 * CSID: 91 93876959 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-56 



Feb- 27 2006 12:41PM Walters & Zimmerman 



919387G959 



p. 10 



BS00155 

U.S. Application No. 09/75 1 ,702 Examiner BROWN, Art Unit 26 1 1 
Submission of Amendment with RCE in Response to December 1 , 2005 Office Action 

a) providing the consumer electronic device with program control data synchronized to 
the programming, wherein the program control data comprisea control instructions-te- 
ster the programming according to a ratings attribu te has a default entry subsequently 
followed bv a series of data records, with each data record associated with a particular 
portion of the programming each data record having a linear representation 
comprising an offset time stamp, a rating value, a content attribute value, a 
component value, and an action: 

b) receiving inputting the user's control settings that describe a type of programming the 
user desires to modify; and 

c) modifying the programming according to the user's control settings and processing 
disployipg the modified programming to the user ; and 

d) determining whether to process for display a particular program by comparing the 
ratings attribute to the user's control settings and a thresholdt*ftd 

e ) determining how often portions of the programming will be modified, and if a number 
of modifications exceeds a threshold percentage of a program, then i) the program is 
entir e ly blocked and ii) a uaor is permitted to chang e the ratings attribute . 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 . wherein the step of providing the prog ram 
control data compris es providing the offset time stamp expressed from a start time of the 
programming in which th e modifying stop is p e rformed by using a PVR device 
d)TOimically to store end edit th e programming oo specified by th e ratings attribute and the 
program control data in order to seamlessly display the modifi e d programming to the 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 , wherein the step of providing the program 
control data comprises providing the offset time stamp expressed in hours, minutes, 
seconds, and frames from a start of the programming in which the content data is 
d e livored to the usor' s consumer olootronio device via the signal that carri e s El e ctronic 
Program Guid e data . 
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27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 , wherein if the component value is 
unspecified, then assumin g the rating value and the content attribute value apply to both 
an audio portion an d a video portion of the program farther onmprirnnp fm-mnlntin g ^ 
program control data by user voting , 

28, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37 24, wherein if the rating value and the 
content attribute value are unspeci fied then default entries are used further comprioing 
tabulating viowor feedback to formulate the program control data . 



page 9 



PACE 11/15' RCVD AT 2*27/2008 12:36:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/12 - DNIS:2738300 * CSID:91 93876959 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):05^56 



